
 MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS OF 

  
 INSPIRATION METROPOLITAN DISTRICT  

 
 Held: Tuesday, January 15, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. at 22298 E. 

Aurora Parkway, Aurora, CO 
 

Attendance The special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Inspiration 
Metropolitan District, was called and held as shown above and in 
accordance with the applicable statutes of the State of Colorado. The 
following directors, having confirmed their qualification to serve on 
the Board, were in attendance: 
 

 Sandi Thomas 
Aaron Curtiss 
Dennis Colwell  
Holly Svetz 

  
Lindsey Linkow was absent. All director absences are deemed 
excused unless otherwise specified.  
 
Also present were:  
Megan J. Murphy, Esq. (via telephone), White Bear Ankele Tanaka 
& Waldron, Attorneys at Law, District General Counsel; Kaylin 
Hicks and Gary Debus, CCMC, District Manager; and Christine 
Harwell, CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP, District Accountant.   
 
Members of the public in attendance at the meeting and who signed 
in are reflected on the attached sign-in sheet. 
 

Call to Order  
 
 

It was noted by Director Thomas that a quorum of the Board was 
present and the meeting was called to order. 
 

Conflict of Interest 
Disclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Murphy advised the Board that, pursuant to Colorado law, 
certain disclosures might be required prior to taking official action at 
the meeting.  Ms. Murphy reported that disclosures for those 
directors with potential or existing conflicts of interest were filed 
with the Secretary of State’s Office and the Board at least 72 hours 
prior to the meeting, in accordance with Colorado law, and those 
disclosures were acknowledged by the Board.  Ms. Murphy noted 
that a quorum was present and inquired into whether members of the 
Board had any additional disclosures of potential or existing 
conflicts of interest with regard to any matters scheduled for 
discussion at the meeting. No additional disclosures were noted.  
The Board determined that the participation of the members present 
was necessary to obtain a quorum or to otherwise enable the Board 
to act. 

 
Approval of Agenda 

 
Ms. Murphy presented the Agenda to the Board for consideration. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
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Board unanimously approved the agenda as amended. 
 

Public Comment Ms. Jennifer Key expressed that she was very disturbed that there 
were no traffic issues on the agenda. She feels that traffic 
improvements are being delayed by Newland and noted that 
residents are feeling frustrated. Ms. Key also noted that she wants 
more concrete information about when improvements will be made. 
She also informed the Board that her car was rear ended on 
Rockinghorse. Director Thomas offered to discuss after the meeting. 
 
Mr. Randy McKellen noted that he has the same issues with traffic 
and would like set dates for completion of construction. 
 
Mr. Don Gould informed the Board that there is a drainage problem 
from the greenbelt into his yard (front and back). Ms. Hicks noted 
that she will look into it.  
 
Mr. Bob Crowan informed the Board that he has the same issues 
with drainage from the greenbelt into his yard. He noted that both 
sides of Fletcher seem to be common areas for drainage issues and 
asked if the Board knows what will be happening there. Director 
Thomas said that she did not know at the moment but will 
investigate. Mr. Crowan also noted that Toll Brothers failed to 
remove snow on the sidewalks in front of their new construction 
homes. 
 
Ms. Robin Neal informed that Board that there us continual water on 
the sidewalk off Picalow, and that the swale is obstructing the 
sidewalk. She also noted that on the south end of the Rockinghorse 
area, the builders have not cleaned the sidewalks and it has been 
difficult to walk. 
 
Mr. Ralph Charlip asked if the Board can approve minutes outside of 
a meeting. Ms. Murphy informed him that they cannot.  
 
Mr. Jeff Brown engaged in a discussion with the Board regarding 
SARIA bond funds. Director Curtiss responded that the funds need 
to be used for regional improvements as identified in the SARIA 
Agreement. Ms. Murphy informed the Board and Mr. Brown that the 
City of Aurora does not allow metropolitan districts to apply for 
traffic calming devices within their boundaries. Mr. Brown inquired 
about broken chairs at the hop gardens. Ms. Hicks responded that 
she will be presenting a plan to the Board at the next meeting. Mr. 
Brown also expressed that he felt the social committee should be 
volunteer based and sponsored. He also noted that he would like 
more transparency about what the events cost and how each are 
funded. Ms. Hicks will work with him to discuss the budget for each 
event. 
 
Mr. Scott Edwards asked that if the City of Aurora has to approve 
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traffic calming devices, could the Board take action to notify the 
City regarding traffic issues on Rockinghorse Drive and Inspiration 
Lane and Inspiration Drive as there continue to be speeding issues. 
Ms. Murphy informed the Board and Mr. Edwards that the City of 
Aurora does not allow metropolitan districts to apply for traffic 
calming devices within their boundaries. 
 
Mr. Doug McCarthy informed the Board that on January 16, 2019, 
there is a Town Hall meeting regarding traffic within Inspiration and 
Council Member Françoise Bergan will be in attendance.  
 
Several other members of the public express comments regarding the 
Gartrell Road and Inspiration Drive connection. Director Thomas 
noted that a number of conversations have been going on regarding 
these issues and that they need approval and cooperation from City 
of Aurora, Douglas County, Xcel and other utility providers before 
construction can be completed. She also informed the public that 
their intention was to build last spring and summer but the plans 
have not yet been approved. Director Thomas also noted that the 
City of Aurora is well aware of the issues. This is not a Newland 
decision but Newland is part of the conversation and hopefully 
construction will occur this year. 
  
 

Consent Agenda  
 

The following items on the consent agenda were considered routine 
or administrative. Following a summary by Ms. Murphy, the items 
on the consent agenda were approved by one motion duly made, 
seconded, and carried. 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from the September 4, 2018 Special 
Meeting  

2. Approval of Minutes from the October 30, 2018 Special 
Meeting  

3. Approval of Minutes from the November 5, 2018 Special 
Meeting  

4. Approval of Minutes from the December 5, 2018 Special 
Meeting 

Financial Matters  
 
Consider Approval of Check 
History Report from 
11/30/2018 to 1/8/2019 
 
 
Consider Acceptance of 
Unaudited Financial 
Statements dated October 31, 
2018 and November 30, 2018 

 
 
Ms. Hicks presented the Board with the Check History Report from 
11/30/2018 to 1/8/2019 for consideration. Following discussion, 
upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously 
approved the Check History Report. 
 
Ms. Harwell presented the board with the October 31, 2018 and 
November 30, 2018 unaudited financial statements for consideration. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
Board unanimously accepted the unaudited financial statements.  
 

Consider Approval of Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Engagement Letter of 
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Engagement of Haynie & Co. 
to perform the 2018 Audit 
 

Haynie & Co. for consideration. It was noted that the Board 
approved the engagement of Haynie & Co. in an amount not to 
exceed $4,500 at the November 5, 2018. Ms. Harwell informed the 
Board that the previously approved amount of $4,500 was low in 
comparison to the actual cost. The 2017 audit costs $4,800 and we 
did not have the engagement letter at the time. Ms. Harwell noted 
that an increase from $4,800 to $5,000 is within market and 
recommends approval. Director Curtiss noted that Ms. Hunsche 
recommended we mix up the auditor every couple years. Ms. 
Harwell noted that the state auditor recommends making a change 
every 5 years, but she would not recommend anything less than 3 
years because there are startup costs. This is year 2 with Haynie & 
Co. Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, 
the Board unanimously approved the engagement.  
 

Management Update  
 

 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Establishing A 
Code Of Conduct for 
Committee Members  
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Resolution Establishing A 
Code Of Conduct for Committee Members for consideration. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
Board unanimously approved the resolution.  

Consider Approval of 
Resolutions Appointing 
Finance Committee Members 
and Residential Improvement 
Committee Members  
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Resolutions Appointing 
Finance Committee Members and Residential Improvement 
Committee Members for consideration. Following discussion, upon 
a motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously approved 
the resolutions.  
 
Ms. Hicks noted that the next steps are to work with committee 
members to find a date in the next two weeks to meet and discuss 
issues. Director Svetz noted that only one resident volunteered for 
the Operations Committee, so at this time, that work will remain 
with the Board.  
 

Discuss 2019 CCMC Fees  
 

Mr. Debus discuss the possibility of increasing CCMC’s fee when 
property is transferred from an existing homeowner to a new 
homeowner. Director Curtiss noted that this is not ready approval 
because CCMC does not have the final numbers before the Board. 
Following discussion, the Board determined to defer this matter. 
 

Storm Channel Settlement 
Update  
 

Ms. Hicks provided the Board with an update on the Storm Channel 
Settlement and reminded the Board that the storm channel behind 
Pathfinder Park has failed. It was noted that the District has 
investigated the issue and at the end of 2018 the District approved 
the engagement of Manhard Consulting, Ltd. (“Manhard”) to 
investigate a possible solution up to $55,000. Ms. Hicks informed 
the Board that Manhard has selected Kumar & Associates, Inc. and 
Naranjo Civil Constructors to begin the first stage of repairs to the 
storm channel.  
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Consider Approval of 
Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Manhard 
Consulting, Ltd. for 
Engineering Services 
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Manhard Consulting, Ltd. for Engineering Services. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
Board unanimously approved the agreement.  

Consider Approval of 
Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Kumar & 
Associates, Inc. for 
Geotechnical Engineering 
 
 
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Kumar & Associates, Inc. (“Kumar”) for 
Geotechnical Engineering. It was noted that the Kumarwould be 
required to seek Board approval prior to proceeding with the second 
phase of work for approximately $7,000. Following discussion, upon 
a motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously approved 
the agreement. 

Consider Approval of 
Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Naranjo 
Civil Constructors for Design 
Services 
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Naranjo Civil Constructors for Design Services. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
Board unanimously approved the agreement. 

Drainage Issues (Filing No. 
1, Amendment No. 1, Tract J) 
Update 
 

Ms. Hicks updated the Board regarding the drainage issues on Filing 
No. 1, Amendment No. 1, Tract J. Brightview Landscape Services, 
Inc. has added rock to slow drainage from the hill on Gartrell Road. 
Ms. Hicks also noted that this was fixed for $7,000 of which $3,000 
o was for waddles, which were to be installed by Newland at no 
extra cost to the District. Director Curtiss noted that when the snow 
melts the Board will consider accepting the improvements located on 
Tract J. 
 

Livengood Hills Sign 
Request Update 
 

Ms. Hicks provided the Board with an update on the Livengood 
Hills sign request. She noted that she is coordinating a meeting with 
Director Curtiss and Director Thomas to negotiate with Livengood 
Hills.  

Legal Matters   
 
Consider Approval of 
Rockinghorse Subdivision 
Filing No. 8, Amendment No. 
1 
 

 
 
Ms. Murphy and Director Thomas presented the Board with the 
Rockinghorse Subdivision Filing No. 8, Amendment No. 1. 
Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
Board unanimously approved the amendment and authorized 
Director Thomas to sign the new plat.  
 

Consider Approval of 
Resolution Concerning 
Authorization for Approval 
of Contracts and Payment of 
Claims 
 
 

Ms. Murphy presented the Board with the Resolution Concerning 
Authorization for Approval of Contracts and Payment of Claims for 
consideration. The Board engaged in a discussion regarding the 2018 
contracts and amounts. Ms. Harwell noted that the budget is 
appropriating funds but contracts are still required to be approved by 
the Board. Following discussion, upon a motion duly made and 
seconded, the Board unanimously approved the resolution.  
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Consider Approval of Perfect 
Pools Pool Management 
Agreement 
 

Ms. Hicks presented the Board with the Perfect Pools Pool 
Management Agreement for consideration and noted that this 
amount was approved in the 2019 budget. Following discussion, 
upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Board unanimously 
approved the agreement.  
 

Consider Approval of First 
Amendment to Independent 
Contractor Agreement with 
Brightview Landscape 
Services, Inc. 
 

Ms. Hicks presented the Board with the First Amendment to 
Independent Contractor Agreement with Brightview Landscape 
Services, Inc. for consideration and noted that this amount was 
approved in 2019 budget.. Ms. Hicks stated that the Common Area 
Committee has reviewed and approved the scope. Following 
discussion, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Board 
unanimously approved the agreement. 
 

Consider Approval of 
Addendum to Snow Service 
Agreement with Brightview 
Landscape Services, Inc. 
 

Ms. Hicks presented the Board with the First Amendment to 
Independent Contractor Agreement with Brightview Landscape 
Services, Inc. She noted that the current contract is 2” for snow 
removal, the First Amendment would change the current contract to 
1” for snow removal, especially around the mail boxes. Following 
discussion, the Board determined to defer this matter.  

Consider Approval of 
Addendum to Landscape 
Maintenance Contract for 
Turf Mite Spray 
 

Ms. Hicks presented the Board with the Addendum to Landscape 
Maintenance Contract for Turf Mite Spray for consideration. It was 
noted that Brightview is recommending this service in 2019 because  
it worked in 2018 to preserve the turf. The first spray will be in 
February and the second spray will be in March. Director Curtiss 
noted that fixing damaged turf would be approximately $20,000, so 
this is a cost savings. Following discussion, upon a motion duly 
made and seconded, the Board unanimously approved the addendum 
to the contract.  

Director Items  
 

 

Discuss Design Guidelines 
and Planning Documents 
 

The Board engaged in a discussion regarding the design guidelines 
and planning documents.  
 

2019 Strategic Planning 
Meeting 
 

The Board engaged in a discussion regarding the 2019 strategic 
planning meeting. Following discussion, the meeting was scheduled 
for January 31, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. It was noted that the location is to 
be determined. Director Thomas noted that this is a work session, 
and no action will be taken. 
 

Other Business  
 

Director Svetz noted that there was originally a social ambassador 
program with valued residents that tied the community together, she 
noted that she would like to get a social committee together, under 
the Board's authority, who would come to the Board and provide 
reports. There are informal things going on that should be advertised 
and Director Svetz will work with Ms. Toole to incorporate, such as 
grandparents volunteering to play with kids. It was noted that this 
will be discussed in more detail at the strategic planning meeting in 
January. 














